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USS SPROSTON (DD-577)
Care of Fleet Pogt Office
San Prancisco; California

7 February 1966

P

Dsar Family and Friends of the SPROSTON:

Not mch more than a month ago, I wrote you jusi prior to the SPROSTON's
departure from Pearl Harbor for employment in the Western Pacific. It's besn
a very educational time for all of us; I'll ¢ry to pass some of what we've
learned on t0 youe

The 5,000 mile trip from Pearl Harbor to Subic Bay, from 27 December to
9 January was & rather quiet and uneventful ons. Ca 30 Ducember, we crossed
the international dateline at the 180th meridian; all of a sudden, instsad of
its being 1200 cn 30 December, it was 1200 on 31 Decsmber. Two days later we
becams officially a part of the mighty U.S. SEVENTH Fleet. As we steamed
wegt-south-west, ths temperature gradually eased upward, and it was hot when we
arrived in Subic Bay, Philippines soms six degrees (360 nautical mliles) closer
to the equator than Hawalil We stayed in Suble a few days longer than the rsst
of our Task Group, to complete some englneering repaira. Liberal liberty hours
wore enjoyed by all, Though the short time in port did not permit taking advan-
tage of tours, SPROSTON sailors did utilize the extensive base recrsational fa-
cilities, and took liberty in the town of Olongapo. You may be interested to
know that their conduct ashore was excellent.

Cn 1l January, we pulled out of Subic and proceeded to join our “mother”
carrier and escorts. We operated off the southern coast of South Vistnam for
a while and then proceeded north where we've operated for the remalnder of the
patrol. The carrier with whom we operate is supporting U.S. and RVN cperations
in South Vietnam. Our duties, when we're with the carrier, are to provide pro-
tectlion against submarine or alr attack and to assist in the rescue af rrew
members of alrcraft which might go down in our vicinity.

We had a bright spot in our tour when we were nominated for and acted as a
naval gunfire support ship, In the vicinity of Vung Taw, at the mouth of the
Saigon River, we dumped tons of 5"/38 shellfire at viet Cong base camps and
assembly aress while navigating in very shallow water. Our spotter, who cbserved
the results, stated thai our coverage of the designated areas was "excellento”
We look forward to more opportunities for the SPROSTON to take a similar active
and vital part in operations.

I'm,sauwe you've read in your SPROSTON sailor's letters of the frequency of
WUNREPS®; or underway replenishments. As you know by now, ships in the Western
Pacific spend much of thelr time at sea. Counsiderable effort must be devoted,
therefore, to making ships as self-gufficient as possible. These efforts include
smphasis on self-maintenance of all equipment; to keep it psaked up for maximum
usage and minimum "down-tims" for repalrs. Thase efforts also include previding
the ships at sea with sufficlent "beans, bullets and black oil." It is this latter
aspect of self-sufficiency in which UNREPS play such an important part. As my
“gducational corner®in this month's Family-Gram, let me tell you a little about
UNREPS. At sea, the ship requires re-supply of food, fuel, gemeral stores (svery=-
thing from spare parts to brooms, sosp and paint), and ammunition. 'The Service Force;
U.So Pacific Fleet, has, @s one of its misslons, resupply of ships. For this pur-
pose, AFs ("reefer ships®, with fresh provisions, including vegetables, meat and
"dpy® stores, like flour), AEs (ammunition ships), AOGs (refueling ships), AKSe
(general gtores ships), plus "combination" ships (i.ec, AOEg, which supply both
ammunition and fuel) are provided to serve the fleet, UNREPS, themselves, are

typified as folloss. The SPROSTON i5 q@aaming with bthe @ﬁ!’fiﬁk‘;&)ﬁ thres additicnsl




o aa UNREE formatlion, site
an A0 (ciisr). Zwo vioned ahesd of the oller, §

possible submarines. One DD goes alongside tha A0's starboard side, tha carrier
goss alongslids ths A2 %o port, and the other DD is astern of the ocilar as
®13ifeguard,” As ona (D completes fuwlln: she moves up to a screen station. One
of the screen ODs drops back to lifejuan: und the former ifeguard goss alongaide
the 40. And so on until completion., My "alongside™; I wasm 80-100 fest, which
is fairly closs for two ships te cyules Logsther. Whan a destroyer goss alongside
a veplenishment ship, there are varicun "rigs" by which the oil, provisions, etc.,
cun ba transfesrad, The basic xig calls for a wire to be hooked up to the DDg

the wire is kspt taut by winches on the repleniemment ship and tha fusl oll hoss
can be led to DD by means of a trolly block arrangsment which attaches the hose

%o the wirs. Ouy personnsl at the refusling stations (ws have two) and the high-
1ins, whers we Leunsler movies, mall and personnel (ssated and strepped into a
chailp=frams @xraxtﬁ.;gwmnt-) are bectming most proficient, Incidentally, we UNREP
day end pight. A% pignt, ws have & few dim red lighis rigged to help the personnel
rig their stations, As I sald we're gelling pretty good at it; our stations
averags ahout 5-7 minutes from the time the first line is received ombcoard uatil
welrs ready for the A0 to commence pumping fusl, UMNREPS are all=hands affairs;
fipgt Divisicn, under ENS WALDRON and CLEMENTS, B¥C, plays a key part but all
divisions provide psrsonnel to men the stations. B Division, undexr the guidancs .
of MILLER, BTC wnd CARSON, BI1l the "0il King" (petty oificer in charge of ya-~
fueling), dessrve special racognition for it is they who make sure that just
anough fuel gosa into the right tanks and that we get properly "topped off".

1t's no easy job, bslieve mz, but they do it speedily and well, For the Service
Fopce ships, UNREPS ars their primary duty; for us, it's Just a sidelins,
ineidental, but necessary to sustaining cursslves at sea so that we can go "whare
ths action is." )
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For thoss of you whose SPROSTON sailors have been in WESTIAC before, you're
woll aware that this cruise is entirely different froem pravious ones. In prior
crulses, the SPROSTON spsnt up to 60 of the time inport. iiuch more of cur time
will be spent at ssa this trip, with a grimly rellstic tings to all cur operations.

Baing sslf-sufficient includes making ocur own walers The salt wabter all
arcund us i nobt consumable in its natural form and must be converted inte potable
wetar (used for cooking, bathing, laundry, etco) and feed water (pura, mineral-
frae weber vasd in the sbip's boilers). This is produced from saa water in the
ship's € aiore The SPROSTON's avaporaker was not functioning rly for #
while on %uis cruise and we were dangercusly low on both feed and frash watesr
ne cessitating very strict curteilment of fresh water usags. Thanke 10 the intense
repeir efforts of ths enginsers lead by STGRTS, MMC, and the "gift" of several
thousand gallons of fresh water from several UNREP ships, our avaporator is now
functioning betier than ever and we are back to normgl water usage.

To gaift the news a bit, the following personnel were advanced to the rate
ghown by succszaful completion in examinations sincs ws laft Pearl Harbor:
Re Co BACGI, SN: J.R. VIVES, SN; Do L. JOHNSON, SNg L. G. IVES, SNg D, Ro YATES,
SNy Re Lo GRIFFEY, FN; R. W, GLYNN, FN, Our Weapons Officer, S. FITCH, has
been promcted to Lieutenant. And we've Just completed the semi-annual advancement
examinations, We'll have news of the results in late April or May. (The
examinations ave machins=corrected at the U.S. Naval Examining Center, Great Lakes,
T1linois.)

What do e do ab ses in our limited spare time? Ws have a populsr slot car
track, purchazed by the ship's Welfare and Recrsation Fund, The Fund zise
sponsors tournasents - cribbage, pinocinle, etco We ars planning a talent show,

The nine divisicns ars competing for the Ceptain’s Cupy this competition includes

points for p ipation in tournaments, excellsuce of conduct ashor pariiecipation
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or @ither individusl correspondence coursss, or for classss Laught on bourd

ship by qualified instructors. On the SPROSTON we have three such courses in
progress: Bockkesping and Accounting, taught by ENS HITCHCOCK, English, taught
by LTJG MILLIS, and Bagic Mathematics, tsught by ENS PRINIY., Wa're proud of

the students enrolled in these classes, who are taking advantage of thess coursss
to better themsslves,

Our Man of the Momth selection for January was 8 closs on8o, W. R. ROSHAU, SN,
was nominatad for Supply Departmsnt, C. E. RANGEL, QM3 for Operations; R. Go
KEISEY, SA for Weapons, and D, M. GEERING, BT3 for Engineevring, GEERING was
finally selected, Hats off to him and to the others who were nominated in
recognition to their contributien to the SPROSTON's effsctiveness.

And eo0 1t goss. The days passj we have campleted our first long "pairol®
end vebura o port for & baiwabher, I am impressed with the splrit and "wwn do?
attitude that the SPROSTON sallors exhibit.

Rest assured that you have good cause to be proud of your member of the crew,
May I invite you to write them often to show that you; also, back them 10044

%//%;v
R. L. HO

Commander, U.S. Navy
Camuanding Officer
USS SPROSTON (DLD=57T)



